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Brother and Sister
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In the dim light of the cramped apartment,
shadows danced on the walls like ghosts from a
past that wouldn't stay buried. The air was thick
with the smell of stale cigarettes and the faint
trace of a long-forgotten perfume. Benny sat
slouched in his threadbare armchair, the kind
you only notice when you're looking for a place
to sink into despair. He was nursing a whiskey,
the amber liquid swirling in a glass that had seen
better days — much like him.

His sister, Clara, stood by the window, a
silhouette against the dying light. She was a
haunting figure, with a fire in her eyes that could
scorch the wallpaper off the walls. Benny always
thought of her as the one with the dreams, the
kind that glittered and sparkled, but always felt
just out of reach. He could still remember the
summer afternoons they'd spent down by the
pier, chasing hopes as if they were as tangible as
the waves crashing against the rocks.

"Benny, you've got to get out of here,” she
said, her voice cutting through the haze of his
whiskey-soaked thoughts. It was a voice that
could slice through concrete, filled with a mix
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of urgency and exasperation. "This place is a
tomb.”

He chuckled, a low, bitter sound that filled the
silence like an unwelcome guest. “"And where
would I go, Clara? The city doesn't hand out
escape routes like candy.”

Her back straightened, and for a moment, the
light caught her profile just right, framing her
like a noir heroine in a cheap flick. “You know
what I mean. You're stuck in this rut, and it's not
just the whiskey. You're living like a ghost.”

He took a long pull from his glass, savoring the
burn. "Maybe being a ghost isn't so bad. No one
expects anything from you.”

“Stop it,” she snapped, turning to face him,
her hands balled into fists. “You're my brother.
You're supposed to be better than this. You
promised me once — remember? You'd never let

life grind you down.”

HERES

"Promises are for suckers, Clara,” he said, his
voice a rasp, like gravel sliding against metal.
"I'm no hero. Just a guy who knows where the
shadows lie.”

"Maybe you should start finding the light
instead,” she shot back, her eyes blazing with a
fierce determination. “I'm not giving up on you,
Benny. Not now, not ever.”

And as the sun dipped below the horizon,
painting the room in shades of twilight, Benny
felt a flicker of something he hadn't felt in ages
— a hint of hope wrapped in the stubborn love
of a sister who wouldn't let him fade into the
darkness.
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